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On behalf of the board, I’d like to extend our gratitude to everyone who 

attended our annual HOA meeting in May. Your presence and contributions 

were invaluable to the discourse that took place. It is your engagement and 

thoughtful input that help shape our community. The collective decisions 

and discussions reflect our shared commitment to maintaining and  

enhancing the quality of our neighborhood and protect our property  

values.  Your active participation is a testament to the budding vibrant and 

cooperative spirit that is beginning to define our neighborhood. Thank you 

for your dedication and for the constructive dialogue that will undoubtedly 

lead to positive outcomes for all residents in the coming year. Your board 

looks forward to continuing our work together, fostering a harmonious and 

thriving  community for everyone to enjoy. 
 

With your help, we made some good progress at the meeting. The amend-

ment to the Bylaws was voted on at the annual meeting with a count of 97 

for and 34 against. It was adopted, and Lana filed at the courthouse. It is 

also located in the documents section of PayHOA for your review. If you 

were not able to attend the meeting, the video is posted on the front page 

of the CDCA website for your convenience. I encourage you to watch the 

video. 
 

At the Annual Meeting we elected three members to the Board of Directors. 

We are happy to announce that Jim Stephens and Sonna Gabourel were  

re-elected, and Sean Keahey was also newly elected. On July 8, 2024, the at 

the monthly Board Meeting the Board voted in officers and they are as  

follows: 
 

Jim Stephens President Term ends: May2026 

Matt Rainey Vice President Term ends: May2025 

Sonna Gabourel Secretary Term ends: May2026 

Lynn Motz Treasurer Term ends: May2025 

Don Aylesworth Board Member Term ends: May2026 

Sean Keahey Board Member Term ends: May2025 

Matt Hampel Board Member Term ends: May2025 
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THANK YOU to everyone who attended 

the Annual HOA Meeting in May. 
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CONTINUED 

If you noticed, we took advantage of the meeting to serve as a venue for onboarding (welcoming) 

new members, recognizing achievements, and reinforcing the collective vision. We also tried to  

ensure that every participant was heard and that their contributions are valued. Members should be 

considerate of each other's time, avoid interruptions, and engage in respectful dialog.  Disagreements 

are natural, but they should be handled with grace and professionalism and a focus on the  

organization's best interest.  
 

Attending our annual meeting is more than just showing up; it's about being prepared, understanding 

the procedures, and contributing to the organization's governance. With the right approach, our  

annual HOA meeting can be fun!  It can be an opportunity to visit and catch-up with neighbors and 

help our association grow and prosper, despite the few pessimist that believe otherwise.  
 

Be safe, talk soon. 
 

Jim Stephens 

CDCA President  
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                                             Goodbye, Good Luck and Thank You! 
 

As many of you know, Jillian Stevenson moved to New Orleans and had to resign as our 

CDCA Vice President. Since her tenure has come to a close, I’d like to take this  

opportunity to express thanks and gratitude for the dedication and service rendered. Her 

leadership over the past year was instrumental in fostering community spirit and driving 

initiatives that have significantly benefited our neighborhood. The countless hours she 

invested in meetings, planning, and execution did not go unnoticed. Jillian considered her role as Vice 

President more than a position; she thought of it more as a commitment to the well-being of every  

resident and the betterment of our community as a whole. 
 

We are indeed fortunate to have had Jillian as our Vice President. Because of her patience, grace, and 

determination, her contributions have not only enhanced the quality of our neighborhood but have 

also fostered a sense of unity and cooperation among residents. She exemplified the virtues of leader-

ship, commitment, and community spirit. I am confident that the foundation she helped build will lead 

us to new heights. 
 

In recognition of her dedicated service, it is with gratitude that we extend our heartfelt thanks to Jillian. 

May your future endeavors be met with the same passion and success that you brought to our  

association. 
 

You WILL be missed. 
 

Jim Stephens 

CDCA President  

 

           
Committee Member Spotlight 

 

John A. Burns is an accomplished senior executive with over 50 years of demonstrated 

success in financial technology, mobile applications and real-estate development in 

the Austin, Texas area. His extensive experience includes managing corporate  

activities for both public and private companies from startup to acquisition. His broad 

areas of expertise include planning, funding, team building, financial modeling and 

exit strategies.  
 

In addition to John’s many professional accomplishments one of his community activities is serving as a 

committee member of the Architectural Control Committee for Circle D.  John has proven to be an 

amazing asset to the ACC and the members of Circle D.  He serves with the fairness and knowledge that 

is needed to make decisions according to the deed restrictions.  We greatly appreciate John’s  

Willingness and the time he gives to serve on the ACC.  We look forward to  his continued service. 
 

John is happily married to his wife Marti of 50 years, and they have three children and ten  

grandchildren together. John and Marti have lived on their secluded 17-acre ranch in Circle D Section 2 

since 2003. 

SPOTLIGHTS 



PARK NEWS  
 

The Park Committee is committed to  providing a safe place for our members  to connect, enjoy 

the outdoors and be  active. The Park has had an influx of trespassers this year so one of the ways 

the Park Committee is implementing this standard is by adding new, updated park signs through-

out the park. The signs provide a list of rules that are hopefully followed. 
 

They have also installed two dog waste stations as a convenience for members who take their 

dogs along with them when visiting the park.  One is stationed at the walk in entrance of the main 

parking lot and one is stationed at the park entrance off of Old Firetower Rd.  

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

 

WELCOME COMMITTEE BBQ PARTY 
 

The 2nd annual Neighborhood BBQ, held the last Saturday of July, was a great success! The weather 

was ideal with cloud cover and a cooling breeze. Neighbors enjoyed catching up with one another 

and meeting new faces! Hamburgers, hotdogs, watermelon, and ice cream were shared while others 

tried their hand at a friendly game of cornhole or a turn down the slide. Special thanks to Troy 

Schlottman for donating his grill, Matthew Hampel for bringing his Blackstone and cooking the ham-

burgers to perfection, and Starla Aylesworth for grilling the hotdogs like a pro! Also, shoutout to the 

Welcome Committee who makes these events possible with the support of our Board of Directors! 

Keep an eye out for our next event this fall . 

Select Picture to view all 

the BBQ Party Pictures 
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https://photos.app.goo.gl/WRbvNchzV5uqdxVK9


CONTINUED 

PUBLIC SAFETY APPRECIATION BREAKFAST 
 

Our Breakfast Meeting was a Success! 
  

If you recall, I invited CDCA residents who are, or were, in public service to join me for a casual 
breakfast.  When I say…Public Service, I mean Firefighters, Police Officers, Sherriff’s Deputies, 
EMTs/Paramedics, Dispatchers, etc.  My goal was to meet my neighbors who also serve or have 
served in Public Service just to say, “thanks for what you do”.  I also think hosting a breakfast 
meeting can be a delightful and efficient way to start the day. It combines the necessity of a 
meal with the productivity of a meeting.    
  
We got together for breakfast on Saturday the 20th.  Although it was a small gathering, we had 
a good time and enjoyed each other’s company in a relaxed atmosphere conducive to open 
communication. Although the folks didn’t know it, I had a surprise drawing for those that 
attended. 
  
We gave away a couple of wonderful prizes!  The first prize was a gift coupon for a 90-minute 
deep tissue massage by Barb Connell, owner of Nurturing Hands of Healing.  Barb Connell is a 
licensed massage therapist and a resident of Circle D.  She read about the appreciation break-
fast, thought it was a wonderful idea, and wanted to do her part.  She graciously donated her 
services as way of saying “thank you” to our First Responders.  Larry Crabtree won the   
massage.  Larry has over 30 years in the Fire Service, first in California, then in Texas.  He may 
be from Cali, but he got to Texas as soon as he could! 
  
James Parrish won the second prize.  It was a $25.00 Visa Gift Card.  James dispatched at  
Caldwell County for 10 years and then retired after 25 years as a Texas DPS Dispatcher. 
  
Thank you to everyone who attended.  See ya next year. 
 
Jim Stevens 
CDCA President  
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A Little Circle D History 
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The Bastrop County Fire Department is offering Wildfire Risk Assessment site visits.   

Make your Appointment today! 

FIRE SAFETY TIPS 
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FIRE SAFETY TIPS CONT. 
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Mr. Wayne McPhaul emailed the office with some history for us to share with our members.  We  

appreciate his thoughtfulness in giving us some insight on how Circle D began.  
 

WHY CIRCLE D? 
 

In 1959, a family from Angleton, Texas, led by the father, Earl Dudley, bought a large 

piece of property in Bastrop County. Their land stretched from Hwy 21 to a portion 

of old Camp Swift, and totaled 2,053 acres. Twin brothers, Joseph and Jack Austin 

Dudley, moved to Bastrop County to establish a cattle and hay raising ranch.   
 

My grandparents, Vanner and Lydia Wuneburger, lived across Hwy 21 from the Dudley property.  My 

grandmother gave them coffee many mornings, and the brothers would help out when needed.  At one 

point they parked my grandpa’s car under the shade and did a valve job on the engine.  No charge. 
 

People who had a phone were on a party line and each had an individual ring: two longs, one long and 

one short, etc.  Many early mornings, one of the Dudley brothers would call the other to make plans for 

the day.  Everyone on the party line woke up to the rings.  
  

This was a time when a person could sit on the front porch and not see another soul or building.  On 

average, a car might pass by every 5 minutes or so.  Often, my grandfather would tell me we were going 

to see what the “boys” were doing. There was no 1441 then, so we had to go through several gates 

across their property to reach their big hayfield; I had to open the gates.  From time to time, we 

watched them dig the two lakes that are now behind the firehouse. 
 

Their cattle brand was registered back home in Brazoria County and was known as the Circle D.   

 
 

Circle D Ranch Inc. sold the property in 1969, and today much of it is the Circle D Community. 
 

Wayne McPhaul 

 
 

 

Another interesting submission by one of our original members’ daughter is the following flyer for us to 

share with our Circle D Members. This  flyer shows that Circle D owned the Willow Spring  Recovery 

property and were advertising it as a resort for vacations and conferences.  In the event that you 

booked a vacation or a conference, they would also provide information for buying property in Circle D.  

That is a interesting bit of history about Circle D.  
 

Mrs. Henderson also sent some old annual meeting notifications, agendas, and meeting minutes from 

the 70’s and 80’s.  We are in the process of scanning those documents to keep on file as we do not have 

documents from before the 2011 fire.  Once they are scanned, they will be uploaded into the PayHOA 

Documents tab for our members to view.  

CIRCLE D HISTORY 
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HISTORY CONT. 

 

 



HISTORY CONT. 
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Board of Directors 

Office Location: 

111 N Hasler Blvd Rm 214 

Bastrop, TX 78602 

(512) 321-5272 

Mailing Address: PO Box 852 

Bastrop, Texas 78602 

Park Location: 930 FM 1441 

Bastrop, Texas 78602 

 

CDCA Office Hours: 

Monday Closed 

Tuesday 11 am to 3 pm 

Wednesday 11 am to 3 pm 

Thursday 11 am to 3 pm 

Friday 1 pm to 5 pm  

 

PayHOA.com 

View Account | Pay Dues | 
Access Data 

From the By-Laws:  
 

SECTION 4.1: Number. The affairs of this Association shall be managed by a 

Board of seven (7) directors, who must be members of the Association in 

good standing. State law prohibits the Association from preventing a  

delinquent member from running for the board, but does not prevent the 

board from requiring the individual to become current in order to serve.  
 

SECTION 4.2: Term of Office. The number of directors constituting the Board 

of Directors of the Corporation is seven (7), of whom four (4) directors shall 

be elected biennially for a term of two years and three (3) directors shall be 

elected for a two-year term in the intervening years.  
 

Jim Stephens        - CDCA President                

Matt Rainey    - CDCA Vice President                    

Sonna Gabourel    - CDCA Secretary                  

Lynn Motz          - CDCA Treasurer                

Don Aylesworth   - CDCA Board Member  

Sean Keahey   - CDCA Board Member  

Matt Hempel     - CDCA Board Member 
 

Lana Thomas    - Office Manager      

Sophia Wilcox    - Bookkeeper 

Important Upcoming Events 

 
Clean Sweep 

Tentatively set for  
November 2, 2024 

8 until full 
930 FM 1441 - CDCA Park 

 

 

Welcome Committee Event 
Coming this Fall 

 
Stay Tuned for Details 

 
CDCA Community Garage Sale 

Tentatively set for  
October 5, 2024 

8 am - Until 
Stay Tuned for Details 
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CDCA Monthly Board Meeting 

Saturday, September 14, 2024 @ 8:30  

The fire station - 1432 State Hwy 95. 


